ECOWAS (goods)
Summary Fact Sheet

Table 1:  Background Information

	Parties
	Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cote D'Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Togo. 

	Date of signature
	24 July 1993

	Date of entry into force
	24 July 1993

	Transition period for full implementation
	10 years as from 1 January 1990 (Article 35).

	Date of full implementation
	01 January 2000

	Website addresses or points of contact
	ECOWAS official website: http://www.ecowas.int/

	List of related GATT/WTO documents
	WT/COMTD/N/21
WT/COMTD/54
	Notification

Agreement


Table 2:  Internal trade liberalization provisions
	Import duties and charges
	Article 35 (Liberalization of Trade)
Article 36 (Customs Duties)

	Export duties and charges
	Article 3 (Aims and Objectives)

	Non-tariff measures
	Article 35 (Liberalization of Trade)
Article 40 (Fiscal Charges and Internal Taxation)

Article 41 (Quantitative Restrictions on Community Goods)

Article 44 (Internal Legislation)

	Sector-specific rules
	Chapter IV (Cooperation in food and agriculture) 

Chapter V (Cooperation in industry, science and technology and energy) 
Chapter VI (Cooperation in environmental and natural resources) 
Chapter VII (Cooperation in transport, communications and tourism) 

	Product exclusions
	None


Table 3: Common external tariff 

	Provisions
	Article 35 (Liberalization of Trade)
Article 37 (Common External Tariff)


Table 4:  General trade-related provisions
	Provision
	Relevant Article(s)
	Additional Information

	Rules of Origin
	Article 38
	The rules governing products originating from the Community shall be contained in the relevant Protocols and Decisions of the Community.

	Standards-related measures
	Article 3
	The Community shall ensure the harmonization of standards and measures. 

	SPS measures
	None
	

	Safeguard mechanisms (intra-trade)
	Article 49 
	In the event of serious disturbances occurring in the economy of a Member State, the State concerned shall, after informing the Executive Secretary and the other Member States, take the necessary safeguard measures pending the approval of the Council. These measures shall remain in force for a maximum period of one year and may not be extended beyond that period except with the approval of the Council.  

	Anti-dumping and countervailing measures
	Article 42
	Member States undertake to prohibit the practice of dumping goods within the Community. In the event of alleged dumping the importing Member State shall appeal to Council to resolve the matter.  

	Subsidies and state aid
	None
	

	Customs-related procedures
	Article 46
	Member States shall, in accordance with the advice of the Trade, Customs Taxation, Statistics, Money and Payments Commission and the provisions of the Convention for Mutual Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters, take appropriate measures to harmonize and standardize their customs regulations and procedures to ensure the effective application of the Chapter and to facilitate the movement of goods and services across their frontiers.

	IPR
	None
	

	Government procurement
	None
	

	Competition
	None
	

	Investment
	Article 3
	The Community shall ensure the harmonization of national investment codes leading to the adoption of a single Community investment code. 

	General exceptions
	Article 41
	A Member State may introduce or continue to execute restrictions or prohibitions affecting the application of security laws and regulations; the control of arms, ammunition and other war equipment and military items; the protection of human, animal or plant health or life, or the protection of public morality; the transfer of gold, silver and precious and semi-precious stones; the protection of national artistic and cultural property; the control of narcotics, hazardous and toxic wastes, nuclear materials, radioactive; products or any other material used in the development or exploitation of nuclear energy.

	Accession
	None
	

	Dispute resolution
	Article 76
	Any dispute regarding the interpretation or the application of the Treaty shall be amicably settled through direct agreement without prejudice to the provisions of the Treaty and relevant Protocols.  Failing this, either party or any other Member States or the Authority may refer the matter to the Court of the Community whose decision shall be final and shall not be subject to appeal.

	Relation with other trade agreements
	Chapter XVII,  Chapter XVIII and Chapter XX 
	The integration of the region shall constitute an essential component of the integration of the African continent.  Member States undertake to facilitate the coordination and harmonization of the Community's policies and programmes with those of the African Economic Community.  In realizing its regional objectives, the Community may enter into cooperation agreements with other regional communities.  The Community may conclude cooperation agreements with third countries. To this end, the Community shall also cooperate with the organization of African Unity, the United Nations and any other international organization. 

	Transparency
	None
	

	Institutional provisions
	Chapter III, Articles 52 and 53
	Chapter III provides for the establishment of the following institutions: the Authority of Heads of State and Government; the Council of Ministers; the Community Parliament; the Economic and Social Council; the Community Court of Justice; the Executive Secretariat; the Fund for Cooperation, Compensation and Development; and Specialised Technical Commissions.  It also details the composition and function of each of these institutions.  The Agreement also establishes a Committee of West African Central Banks and a Movement of Capital and Capital Issues Committee.


Trade and tariff data are not available.
