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TAP\‘FFS AND TRADE L:.mted Distr:.bution

Original: English

PAPUA NEW GUINEA/AUSTRLLIA FRES. TRADE AREL

The following communication has been received fr-m the Permanent Mission of
ifustralia, ,

I have the horour to transmit to you on behalf of the Government of lustralia
and of Papua New Guinea the text of the Papua New Guinea/‘mstralia Trade and
Cammercial Relations fgreement for the information of the CONTRACTING P:iRTIES.

The fLgreement was signed in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, on 6 November 1976,
and will come into torce when notes are exchanged between the two Governments
concerned, nobifying each other that their respective constitutional and other
requirements for ratification have been complied with.

The igreement establishes a free-trade areca which consists of Papua New Guinea
and fustralia. It will replace the Memorandum of Understanding, signed in
Decenber 1973, which applied to trade and commercizl relations between fustralia and
Papua New Guinea in the period between the granting to Papua New Guinea of self-
governnent and its attainment of independence, and which was subsequently extended in
Lpril 1975, to cover the period between Papua New Guinea independence and the

conclusion of a long-term trade and commercial relaticns agreenment between the two
countries.

Substantially all the trade between iustralia and Papua New Guinea is already
free of restrictive duties and regulations of commerce. The new jgreement will
provide for a continuation of this situation, and will ensure that Papua New Guinea
will not, by virtue of attaining 1n&=pendcnce, be placed in 2 less advantageous
pos:L'b:Lon in relation to its 'l:rada, with justrelia thon that which it obtained prior to
its attaining independencc. Papua New Guinea will itself continue to apply (including
in respect of imports fron lustralia) a ons colunn custons tariff to that relatively
small proportion of its imports. to which protective toriffs apply.

The text of the ilgreement and the anrexes thereto will be c:.rculated as an
- addendun to this docunent.
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